
LIFE SPAN Project: 
a network for biodiversity

FINAL EUROPEAN CONFERENCE
Towards Forest Management in line with the 
Protection and Conservation of Biodiversity
16-18 February 2022

Author:
Bruno De Cinti  
(bruno.decinti@cnr.it)



Towards Forest Management in line with the 
Protection and Conservation of Biodiversity
16-18 February 2022

• POSSIBLE PROBLEMS OF TRADITIONAL 
MANAGEMENT



Towards Forest Management in line with the 
Protection and Conservation of Biodiversity
16-18 February 2022

• PROJECT’S OBJECTIVES
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• LIFE SPAN sites
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îlot de sénescence (IdS)

"micro-reserves” functional to the survival of saproxylic species

• dimension
• 0,5 ÷ 4 ha

• interevent
• progressive acceleration of stands ageing (girdling, 

basal basins...)
• dead wood release (at least 30 m3/ha)

• positioning
• in the cultivated matrix of the forest, in which

silvicultural activities continue
• creation of a system connected by steppingstones (habitat 

trees)
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• SHS – SAPROXYLIC HABITAT SITES
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SHS

• SHSs in a Saproxylic Habitat Network (SHN)

SHN
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• PRE-SENESCENCE AND MICROHABITAT CREATION
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• Surface:

• IT   2.5 ha 

• DE  1.8 ha

• Microhabitats: 

• at least 15 habitat-trees/ha (e.g. trunk cavities)

• Deadwood: 

• uprooted trees (min. 1/ha)

• standing dead trees (min. 4/ha)

• laying dead trees (min. 10/ha)

• Forest gaps:

• open areas (0.15 ha)

• SHS NUMBERS
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• LIFE SPAN sites
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• CANSIGLIO ORIENTALE FOREST (the Italian site)

SHS positioning
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